


INTRODUCTION
“it feels like a journal comic is brewing
at least, that's what it looks like to me.”

Those were the first words | posted to the
brand new site I'd created on Blogspot. It was
Tuesday, the 6th of June, 2006. I'm still not en-
tirely sure what compelled me to draw things
and put them online. | mean, I liked to draw,
sure. I'm generally a one-creative-outlet-at-a-
time kind of person, however, and | already had
my blog “TalkingSkull” as an outlet for describ-
ing my adventures. (Curiously, | can find only

brief, passing mentions of my “new” site in
posts from my “old” site.)

| had been drawing comics all the way
through University in the free daily planners we
were given. Some of those would later show up
on the site. Occasionally they were even good.
The journal comic format, however, was mar-
kedly different from the ones | scrawled in my
agenda. The very first one | can remember
drawing sadly does not exist anymore; it was on
the back of an exam paper in an Introductory
Spanish class | took in the last year of my B.A.




For some reason | never want to be the first
person to hand an exam in, so often whenlam
done writing | find a way to occupy myself until
it doesn’t look like I'm a keener. | flipped the
page over and drew three small images and
three bits of narration directly to the right of
those. It's odd to me that the format | picked
right then was the one I'd stick to, adding only
panel borders; the decision to arrange things in
that way was purely arbitrary. The comic was
about how I'd studied very hard and sacrificed
sleep doing so. Nothing earth-shattering, but |
realized that | actually rather liked telling a
short, personal story in that style.

After | moved home from University and
got my hands on my brother’s Eurocom tablet
PC, | returned to experimenting with that style.
I've even come across early prototype comics
that have never seen the light of day, and it’s
kind of neat to go back and watch things evolve
into their present shape. The earliest ones are
from the beginning of May, and it took a few
attempts to settle on a system that | liked
enough to work with regularly. And then posting
began!




My approach to the site has always been
that | am doing it for myself first. It is after all a
journal and people tend not to write journals
strictly for the benefit of others. On top of that,
thinking this way has been a stress-reliever as
well; if you're not expecting anyone to read
your site when you start out, you won't be
disappointed when nobody does. Later on,
when you do start to pick up readers, you don’t
have to stress about pleasing an audience
because the audience is you and they just
happen to be along for the ride. | won't say that
every comic is made in some sort of reader
feedback-less bubble, and there are of course
certain topics and ideas that I still avoid. It's
not a bad mindset to start from, however.

As | approach the beginning of my sixth
year doing these, I'm also astonished that |
don’t feel any inclination to stop. Aside from
living I'm not sure I've done any one thing for as
long as I've done this comic. Oh that’s not true,
going to school | guess. There’'s probably a
bunch of other examples that make my rem-
iniscing sound less impressive. I'm not going to
think about them.




Finally, | hope you enjoy this look back at
where things came from! In putting this book
together | get to revisit them too. We'll discover
or re-discover some favourites, cringe at most
of the rest of them, and | have, | think, a pretty
Interesting Time with it all. Thanks for your
interest in this book and my site!

- Nathan Fehr, April the 25th 2011




MAY
(PROTOTYPES)

So as | said in the introduction, it took a
few tries at comic-making to get to something |
was happy with posting. Starting in early May |
wrote five comics, and only one of them
actually got re-used so even | was surprised to
see some stuff | hadn't seenin a long time. The
fourth one finally gets panel borders, and by
the 5th | had settled on the borders and image
dimensions that I've used ever since.
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"stupid facial hair."

Yup, | applied at the local Staples (an office
supply store) just before it opened. Not getting
that job seems like a pivotal moment in my life,
and sometimes | try to imagine how different
everything might be for me now. Maybe there is
a Nathan in an alternate universe who never
grew that awful moustache, got that job and is
now living an entirely unrecognizable life. | say
to that Nathan: Sorry dude, I'm definitely
better off. Unless you've got an iPad, those
things are boss.
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"all | wanted to know was the version
number"

This comic marks the first appearance of
tiny, circular eyes. | have an impolite name for
that style of eye but suffice it to say that they
are almost always reserved for jerks or idiots.
Something about them suggests a
certain...simple-mindedness. I'm not sure how |
settled on that idea but | have been drawing
stick-people for years before the comic
started. Since we're talking about this comic, I'll
also add that the Wal-Mart sales guy looks like a
character from the old cartoon "Stickin'

Around".
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"it's catchy AND it makes you think"

I've actually been asking different people
this question for years and I've yet to get a
satisfactory answer. | think the general
consensus has been that she is "very skillful
with a laser-based device", which | guess makes
a little more sense and lends a delightful sci-fi
twist to the song. As a side-note | have no idea
why | decided to centre-justify the date at the
bottom of this comic. Sometimes | try different
things with the dates and usually they don't
hold.
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"who doesn't love tragic death?"

Ah, 'edgy' humour. It just...isn't really my
thing? Every time | go for it | look back later and
cringe a little. It's pretty plain to see from the
rest of the site that it's not what I'm going for
anyway. That doesn't stop me from trying now
and again, but I'm actually a little proud to say
that for the most part this site never crosses
the PG line. (The comments section, on the
other hand...)
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