


INTRODUCTION
“it feels like a journal comic is brewing
at least, that's what it looks like to me.”

Those were the first words | posted to the
brand new site I'd created on Blogspot. It was
Tuesday, the 6th of June, 2006. I'm still not en-
tirely sure what compelled me to draw things
and put them online. | mean, I liked to draw,
sure. I'm generally a one-creative-outlet-at-a-
time kind of person, however, and | already had
my blog “TalkingSkull” as an outlet for describ-
ing my adventures. (Curiously, | can find only

brief, passing mentions of my “new” site in
posts from my “old” site.)

| had been drawing comics all the way
through University in the free daily planners we
were given. Some of those would later show up
on the site. Occasionally they were even good.
The journal comic format, however, was mar-
kedly different from the ones | scrawled in my
agenda. The very first one | can remember
drawing sadly does not exist anymore; it was on
the back of an exam paper in an Introductory
Spanish class | took in the last year of my B.A.




For some reason | never want to be the first
person to hand an exam in, so often whenlam
done writing | find a way to occupy myself until
it doesn’t look like I'm a keener. | flipped the
page over and drew three small images and
three bits of narration directly to the right of
those. It's odd to me that the format | picked
right then was the one I'd stick to, adding only
panel borders; the decision to arrange things in
that way was purely arbitrary. The comic was
about how I'd studied very hard and sacrificed
sleep doing so. Nothing earth-shattering, but |
realized that | actually rather liked telling a
short, personal story in that style.

After | moved home from University and
got my hands on my brother’s Eurocom tablet
PC, | returned to experimenting with that style.
I've even come across early prototype comics
that have never seen the light of day, and it’s
kind of neat to go back and watch things evolve
into their present shape. The earliest ones are
from the beginning of May, and it took a few
attempts to settle on a system that | liked
enough to work with regularly. And then posting
began!




My approach to the site has always been
that | am doing it for myself first. It is after all a
journal and people tend not to write journals
strictly for the benefit of others. On top of that,
thinking this way has been a stress-reliever as
well; if you're not expecting anyone to read
your site when you start out, you won't be
disappointed when nobody does. Later on,
when you do start to pick up readers, you don’t
have to stress about pleasing an audience
because the audience is you and they just
happen to be along for the ride. | won't say that
every comic is made in some sort of reader
feedback-less bubble, and there are of course
certain topics and ideas that I still avoid. It's
not a bad mindset to start from, however.

As | approach the beginning of my sixth
year doing these, I'm also astonished that |
don’t feel any inclination to stop. Aside from
living I'm not sure I've done any one thing for as
long as I've done this comic. Oh that’s not true,
going to school | guess. There’'s probably a
bunch of other examples that make my rem-
iniscing sound less impressive. I'm not going to
think about them.




Finally, | hope you enjoy this look back at
where things came from! In putting this book
together | get to revisit them too. We'll discover
or re-discover some favourites, cringe at most
of the rest of them, and | have, | think, a pretty
Interesting Time with it all. Thanks for your
interest in this book and my site!

- Nathan Fehr, April the 25th 2011




MAY
(PROTOTYPES)

So as | said in the introduction, it took a
few tries at comic-making to get to something |
was happy with posting. Starting in early May |
wrote five comics, and only one of them
actually got re-used so even | was surprised to
see some stuff | hadn't seenin a long time. The
fourth one finally gets panel borders, and by
the 5th | had settled on the borders and image
dimensions that I've used ever since.
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"stupid facial hair."

Yup, | applied at the local Staples (an office
supply store) just before it opened. Not getting
that job seems like a pivotal moment in my life,
and sometimes | try to imagine how different
everything might be for me now. Maybe there is
a Nathan in an alternate universe who never
grew that awful moustache, got that job and is
now living an entirely unrecognizable life. | say
to that Nathan: Sorry dude, I'm definitely
better off. Unless you've got an iPad, those
things are boss.
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"all | wanted to know was the version
number"

This comic marks the first appearance of
tiny, circular eyes. | have an impolite name for
that style of eye but suffice it to say that they
are almost always reserved for jerks or idiots.
Something about them suggests a
certain...simple-mindedness. I'm not sure how |
settled on that idea but | have been drawing
stick-people for years before the comic
started. Since we're talking about this comic, I'll
also add that the Wal-Mart sales guy looks like a
character from the old cartoon "Stickin'

Around".
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"it's catchy AND it makes you think"

I've actually been asking different people
this question for years and I've yet to get a
satisfactory answer. | think the general
consensus has been that she is "very skillful
with a laser-based device", which | guess makes
a little more sense and lends a delightful sci-fi
twist to the song. As a side-note | have no idea
why | decided to centre-justify the date at the
bottom of this comic. Sometimes | try different
things with the dates and usually they don't
hold.
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"who doesn't love tragic death?"

Ah, 'edgy' humour. It just...isn't really my
thing? Every time | go for it | look back later and
cringe a little. It's pretty plain to see from the
rest of the site that it's not what I'm going for
anyway. That doesn't stop me from trying now
and again, but I'm actually a little proud to say
that for the most part this site never crosses
the PG line. (The comments section, on the
other hand...)
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"Nerd Man...AWAY!"

One thing | enjoy when writing is to put in
repeating phrases and ideas. | don't think any-
body really notices them, mainly because they
are often designed to fly under the radar unless
you know they exist, like the arrow in the FedEx
logo. The first words of this comic - "l don't draw
them in the comic, but..." are a good example.
The phrase stayed in my mind as a good way to
start a comic, and so it will pop up now and
again over the course of the next few years.

There are other examples. They aren't

usually present so often that you'd notice, but
they're another way | entertain myself with my
work.
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"| wasn't actually about to buy 'Breakin’
today"

First of all yes, the date on this comic is
wrong-o and it's definitely not the only time |
slip up on that.

For some reason | can actually remember
that the movie | nearly bought was "The Sting",
with Paul Newman and Robert Redford. | had
never seen it but heard good things, and this
was some Amazing Ultimate Anniversary thing
(as they all seem to be). And it was cheap and |
had it in my hands but then | saw it was full-

frame, and | thought "WHY WOULD YOU EVEN
PUBLISH THE AMAZING ULTIMATE ANNIVERSARY
THING IN FULL FRAME." Who clamored for that,
is what I'm wondering.
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"has he thoughts within his head"

Of course there is a strong temptation to
go back and somehow either redo or hide old
work that | feel is not up to my current
standard (this is known in some circles as
"pulling a Lucas"). This comic in particular is
one | have wanted to re-draw for a long time.
And actually it isn't even that | think it doesn't
look good, because despite everything I'm
really happy with it. It's because | like it that |
want to try and do it even better.

The main thing that stands in my way is my
own laziness; some days (not many, but they
are there) | can barely muster a brand new
comic; never mind spending time on re-drawing
old ones. So it stays.
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"the town only has one hill, but it works"

For various reasons it is sometimes
extremely difficult to come with a new idea
when | sit down to write a comic. Since | have
almost never had any kind of backlog of work, |
have done almost every comic on the day and
as such my mental state is subject to the
various pressures and goings-on of that day.
And some days it just doesn't seem possible to
write something good.

At those times | have the debate that I've
never really managed to definitively solve in
the years since | started Interesting Times; is it
better to post nothing at all than to post some-
thing | know will be lackluster? More often than
not | try to write SOMETHING, partly because |
don't want to fall out of the habit and partly
because | have learned that | really can't pre-
dict which comics are going to really resonate
with people.
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"there may be a more graceful solution"

I've actually been on the verge of taking
this comic down in the years since posting it.
But I've talked it over with a few people and
apparently I'm being oversensitive, so for that
and various other reasons it stays.

The problem I had is that the comic ap-
pears to rely on violence against women for the
sake of a punchline, which is not what I'm
about. However nobody I've shown it to reads it
that way. Also, a friend of mine convinced me
that it's more important to chart your growth

and changes as an artist than to try and censor
or bury work that for one reason or another you
aren't proud of. So, my fears about this comic
have been allayed.
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"'he was a petty and unjust King,' they will
Sa?"

Since | know you are wondering; the game |
was playing was "Escape Velocity Nova" and the
radio show was most likely "Dimension X". The
media player was, | think, Windows Media Player
with some sort of skin. And the spreadsheet
program was probably OpenOffice. The thing I
am standing on in the third panel is a rock.

There, now I've explained it TO DEATH. Oh
no wait, the whole thing took place in my
parents' basement, for extra Nerd Cred Points.

Is there anything else you could possibly want
to know? If so, email me at
nathan@interestingtimes.ca

(That sounds sarcastic but I will actually
answer your questions if you have any!)
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"Fear does not exist in this Bee!
Yes senseijl!"

All I want to say is that | have never com-
pletely given up on the idea of re-telling "The
Karate Kid" with an abnormally large bee.
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"look at that frown! he means business"

There's a lot of older comics that I'd like to
redraw, simply because | can see things that |
would do much differently now. | hesitate to say
"better" because in five more years | might say
that about the work | posted yesterday night,
for instance.

On the one hand I've marked this comic as
a personal favorite, because of the frown in
panel one and because | like what | wrote. On
the other hand | dislike every other facial
expression in the whole thing. What was |

thinking, drawing mouths like that?

Somewhere, and I've no idea where, but
somewhere | once had a comment that a
reader had finally figured out my characters
weren't wearing masks over the lower portions
of their faces. Looking back, | can totally see
where that notion came from.
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"a haiku tribute to Pluto"

| really like "What Are We Voting On" guy in
panel 2. Here is this person who saw some
people about to vote on a thing with cards, so
he sidles into the lineup, because who doesn't
like voting with big cards? Moments later he
realizes that there might a serious issue at
stake, but he doesn't want to distract the
others with questions. So, he takes the time to
write out an entire sentence on his card rather
than potentially vote the wrong way.

Is he a hero for spoiling his own ballot in

order to help facilitate the democratic process
for others? Answering that question is an exer-
cise | leave to you, dear reader.
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"we could all use a breather, really"

It is 2011 and | am still about a million
games behind. | guess that's okay, though,
because they devalue quickly so | can get AAA
titles for cheap by the time I'm actually ready
to play them.

It's a little like my friend Mark, who once
convinced himself to think six months behind
everyone else when it came to movies, so
whatever was in the cheap theatres was
actually brand new.
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"me and Lucas are tight, | call him G-Luc"

Actually, | never did end up buying the
DVDs | was talking about. The problem was that
| had finally caved in and bought that silver
DVD boxset after holding out forever, thinking
that if this was the only way | was going to have
proper Star Wars DVDs then | would make my
peace with it.

Weeks later, the DVDs come out AGAIN
with 2nd discs containing the original theatrical
versions (which was what | wanted all along - |
don't foam at the mouth with hatred about the

CGl-enhanced updates, but | have no love for
them either).

As of this writing there is a Blu-Ray release
on the horizon, but | don't care. | don't. As spec-
ial as these movies are to me | am done paying
for them like a sucker. If somebody gives me
the set | won't throw it away, but | feel like I've
sort of moved on.
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"another thing would be ‘comic ideas,
un-had"™

This comic doesn't make a lot of sense. |
completely acknowledge that. What inspired it
was this: at the movie theatre | used to work
for there were spice containers for your pop-
corn. You could buy a nice bag, head over to the
spice area and load them down with things like
white cheddar and BBQ flavours.

These containers periodically needed to be
refilled and cleaned. The notable thing about
them was that they were paradoxically harder

to open if you tried harder to open them. They
were twist-off lids. If you grabbed and wren-
ched they wouldn't budge. If you adopted a
light touch and a minimal amount of twist,
they'd slide right open.

THAT'S what | was trying to get across.
Maybe | should have just stuck with trying to
tell that story. Well, what's done is done!
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"probably the best joke ever"

| love moments where everyone just laughs
like crazy. Sadly, the last panel didn't actually
happen but I like to think it did. The rest of the
story is 100% true.
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"the loincloths imply that all the other
stickmen are nude"

At the time of this comic | was still working
at the theatre in Winkler and sitting at con-
cession with my co-worker Chelsea. | had
brought my tablet PC along in order to doodle
on it, and a conversation she and | had inspired
me to write this.

As soon as | had drawn the cavemen, how-
ever, | realized exactly what the title says; the
fact that some sort of covering is present here
seems to mean that everyone else is uncov-
ered.

On the other hand, if you look at the
comics where | highlight a feature of myself
that exists but isn't generally drawn - like my
glasses or hair - then it can be argued that
there are other extras that are simply under-
stood to exist but don't need to be explicitly
shown. Like clothing and so on. See, | actually
put a lot of thought into my stickpeople
sometimes!

(Sometimes.)
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"it's either that or | go as a huge nerd"

INTERESTING TIMES presents BADLY DRAWN
REFERENCES EXPLAINED:

In panel two, the co-workers are dressed as
(from left) a Cenobite, Cyclops of the X-Men and
Mr. T.
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"mine's Peter. yeah, laugh it up”

| have kind of a chip on my shoulder regard-
ing my middle name. Is that the right expres-
sion? Hang on, I'm going to google it. [Google
Research Break!]

The thing is, throughout my whole life
people have tended to giggle at me when they
hear my middle name. I've honestly no idea why
but it starts to bother a person. | have a half-
baked theory but it is entirely rooted in the
specific cultural background of my hometown
and in any case it isn't very interesting so | shall

decline to go into it.

Some people | know have middle names
that really work for them, but | thought you
might like to know that this comic came from a
place of embarassment and shame. Actually
that sounds much worse than it is. The embar-
assment is greatly diminished now, but when
ever people ask me | still hesitate before

replying.
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"didn't want one that badly anyway"

What's funny about this comic -- not like,
Ha Ha funny, just Odd funny -- is that after all
the references | made to the Wii | never
actually wrote a comic about the time | finally
got one. | wrote one for getting a big old Xbox,
but one of my single most anticipated
purchases went totally unmentioned.

| can't account for that, really. It's just one
of the many examples of the way in which am
kind of terrible at keeping an honest journal,

ironic given that this is supposed to be a
Journal Comic.
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"OKAY Nathan you love videogames we GET
IT ALREADY"

Even though this is the hundred and eighth
comic | feel like | hadn't really settled into a
'serious' mindset. | have said elsewhere that
the belief that nobody is reading your comic is
a stress-reliever -- the other side of that is that
it's much more On You to maintain a schedule
and things like that.

As such | have had quite a few update gaps
and rushed comics simply because | wasn't
committed enough. Here in particular we've got
two comics in a relatively short period of time
(this and #103) are kinda phoned-in and are
about how I'd rather be playing video games.
That's some great work there, huh!

Mind you, my lackadaisical attitude was not
the ONLY reason I'd miss comics or phone them
in, so...there.




Todoy | will aye o
NI oy Yo ake ay
Mn- Mﬂemi-fz\mf}\ s*ﬁf
beXef.

(P Ef_g% Ll do s
RANTALY

Al vou msk dd s add)
“With ry mind 10 Yhe o)
0% SERNE-

““'{ea‘rero\o\x} | deaged Yhe

-y “‘fesk'err}\m[ | ooz Yhe
W A Show fom AL
= D+ With my N




W0
RD
D
= m”iﬁ”ﬁf -
A '

A
PP (or Pl
\'Q_( V.

%

el

\Im\] el 1S
\iw:_ (T

]l"E t:h Gk You {r'w&

(M AN L
ﬂdﬂ\I JES

nats 05 ﬂ‘ﬂJ
ﬁ

RUC
f%ef?
e 3\\’\(

& e
A
Mucdh f
\?\’;é\;m\
a0

7&,1 NG
?\f\aﬂ e




"they tell me PVP is more fun?"

I've had this one in the "personal favourite"
category on the site for a long time. There
aren't a lot comics from the Eurocom / Windows
Journal era that | can actually say | like the
artwork for, but this one turned out surprisingly
well.

| just realized | often use the phrase
"turned out" as though good artwork was an
accident, because with the Eurocom tablet PC
it almost always was. That was a finicky piece of
hardware to say the least. It had a screen
protector that made slow movements extreme-
ly difficult, so almost everything had to be done
in quick strokes.

It also had a habit of...how to explain?
Pretend you're carefully drawing a line and
somebody behind you nudges your elbow.
Basically, this PC would randomly simulate that
effect. Something to do with the touch screen,
I'd imagine.

So yes, it was a pleasant surprise when |
could gently coerce that machine into prod-




-ucing a comic with artwork that was actually
any good. Shortly after writing this | got a Wi,
and then canceled my subscription to World of
Warcraft; | had some fun while it was on, and
I've been tempted to go back a couple of times
but | would definitely never do PVP again. Awful.

Oh, and here's a fun fact: that is supposed
to be a sinister mist wreathing the feet of the
giant character UGonnaDie. You know, so that
you would never actually see his feet move and
he'd just drift ominously around the landscape.
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"no telling if | can keep these up"

| often say that | do these comics for my
own amusement but most of the time | am not
actually outwardly amused. Okay, that didn't
come out right.

What | mean is that it isn't as though | sit
there and draw a thing and then laugh
uproariously every time. Sometimes | don't
even crack a smile. It's the way you watch a
comedy show on your own but don't always
laugh, even though you know what you're
watching is funny -- you just sort of inwardly
acknowledge the joke.

Why did | start talking about this? Is it bad
that I've lost my own train of thought in less
than a page?

Ohvyes, | remember now. | love the middle
panel of this comic every time | see it. I'm
proud of both the writing and artwork. Even
though I don't usually laugh out loud at my own
work, this one often prompts a chuckle, and
that's saying something.
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"I dual-majored in dance and puns”

As | write this on May the 3rd 2011, | am the
fourth listing on google.ca for "dance puns".
With an achievement like that | have no idea
how fame & fortune continue to elude me.
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"skullchild! get out of my bathroom!"

| felt as though the "Monsanto" thing in this
comic required some explanation, so | wrote a
comment on my own site which | shall display
for you thus:

"In the fall of September 2001 | worked at
a small Monsanto production plant that made
the herbicide known as Roundup Dry. This
product was largely for export to other
countries. On good days we would simply bag
the stuff as it came out of the production
system into these gigantic shipping bags, and

on bad days we’d have to bag it in these much
smaller, bathroom-garbage-can-sized bags/
boxes.

The smaller bags required a twist tie to be
closed and this twist tie had to be twisted
exactly four times, no more or less. Now. Four
twists, times hundreds of bags across many
nights of work = a pretty ingrained habit, by
the end. THUS; bread bags, twist-ties around
cables behind my TV, whatever - they get four
twists."
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"the comic | always meant to write"

So, my brother came and reclaimed his
tablet PC. Well that was fine, | guess, as it was a
finicky piece of hardware and generally falling
apart. Also it was his and | suppose | didn't have
much say in the matter. However it left me in
an awkward spot with respect to my comic --
what was | supposed to draw on now?

| knew | didn't want to quit, so | selected a
USB drawing tablet and elected to carry on. |
have no idea what kind of research | did.
Probably very little. I'm sure I'd heard Wacom
was a good brand.

Anyway, what's a little funny is that | seem
to be under the impression that nothing would
really change in terms of the artwork, but in
hindsight switching to the tablet is what really
began the evolutionary shift to the way my
drawings look today.

| don't think | could have moved forward on
that tablet PC. It's anyone's guess if | would
even be doing the comic today if I'd have had to
keep dealing with that thing.







oottty by M4 -

o ernon | res\izal

Jr‘hﬁl’ 1 W.Erﬁq' M k‘lﬂa
32,

Ny M at a
3;;; m % Iﬁb Jl[‘dﬂ

}}enh




Works of Ficton Ve Xeflon
of Alecoes suqaest tat
people :fmlrmmf;\g evo\ve
all Yinds o jascinuF.na
o Wies.

b\?} Wl 'k "’l‘efe alop
e \ots of Peogle will
Yi’d*"l‘l}. ‘Dl;(li\j o ﬂldf‘kﬁl‘f

Pouess, a5 welll

Wheee's TRER Shaw !
Aph?
N wm-]rr]n ﬂ#—’ *




"boring powers == jubilee am I right"

Okay so, look at Cyclops' eye-beam in the
upper left. Before | separated my comic
template into layers, it was possible to draw
overtop of the border and | had to be wary of
that.

There's a few comics in which | wasn't
careful enough, and in this one | am overcareful
and you can see white gaps where I've held
back.

The takeaway lesson from this is that if

you're working on a computer USE LAYERS!
They're so nice.
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"the snake represents our boundless
natural resources"

[the flaming skull represents our notable
scientific contributions to the world]

Well it's 2011 as | write this and my flag
isn't flying above the parliament buildings just
yet. | also haven't managed to make merch-
andise out of it in any way, although | do still
like the design very much and have always
wanted to update it a little.

Oh, and this comic marks the first time

that | employed alt-tags to sneak extra jokes
and commentary into each comic. (Those are
the bits of text that appear when you hover
your mouse over the image.) | stole the idea
from Dinosaur Comics, basically, although I've
also noticed a lot of other comics do it too.
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"never did find out the answer"

[then he asked if | knew his father? and |
said you still haven't told me who YOU are]

This is a story that is one hundred percent
true. | was an usher that night at the movie
theatre, and these dudes showed up tipsy. |
don't remember the exact circumstances but in
any case we had to eject them.

Usually we got tipped off by people being
too noisy in the theatre -- patrons in Winkler
are typically pretty reserved while watching, so
drunken idiots braying at the screen stand out
quickly.

One of the two guys was at least trying to
get the other one to leave quietly once they'd
been ejected, but that guy was having none of
it and decided to get up in my face. (At least he
wasn't physical about it. I'm really not a
fighter.) Over and over, he asked: "Don't you
know who Iam?!" to which | would honestly
reply "no". But that threat really only works if
you back it up, and he never did.
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"It seems the only way to win is not to play"

[video games + literature = "choose your
own adventure"]

Once again | am going to just copy the
comment | already made, when | marked this
comic as a "personal favorite" some years ago:

"| like the monster, and | love the idea
(Matt’'s idea, so credit where credit’s due).
Though I will say that it does make me seem like
| have a much more cynical and fatalistic
outlook on life than I actually do."

Well said, Past Me!
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"and they don't fight back, unlike another
franchise | know"

[the rest of the game is probably fine - I'll
never know, because | never stopped
wailing on those chickens]

Did you notice? All of my review scores are
arbitrary and nonsensical. Just like the real
world!
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opposite day: fascinating paradox, or just a
way to insult people and get away with it?

[today on interesting times - more of the
intricate philosophical puzzles you've come
to expect]

| actually got a good deal of positive
feedback on this one. Mostly words of thanks
from people with kids. There's one of those
comments on the site itself, but I've also gotten
verbal feedback from people. The way out of
Opposite Day is so simple | wonder how | never
thought of it before.

| won't say | was the first to arrive there,
surely, but I'm still proud of myself for getting
there at all.
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"think of all the comics about horses and
cats that never were"

[okay, | confess; there were no comics
about horses. And, | already did one with
a cat.]

This comic turned out exactly the way |
wanted when | first made it, but little did | know
that | would get much better at drawing cats in
a couple of years on account of adopting an
intermittently evil cat named Gideon who is
currently sitting on the windowsill and probably
conspiring against me.

One thing I've found tremendously helpful
for drawing animals in general is just to use
reference photos for goodness' sake -- not
everything has to be off the top of your head,
and even in copying something else you can
make it your own.

Since we're on the subject of things | can't
draw well, | hope I never have to do one about
pregnant woman. | have no idea why it would
ever come up, and if it does, I'm hosed.
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"Interesting times does not actually
condone book burning, it is a thing called
IjDkeslll

[in fact, just today, | read more than |
played my DS. incredible but true!]

As | may have said before, | think it shows
considerable restraint on my part to have gone
one hundred and seventy-seven comics before
having someone get hit in the crotch for cheap
laughs.
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"clearly | just don't 'get' these folks"

[l joke, but it's only to hide the black
wasteland of suffering that lives in my own
soul *sob*]

Okay yes, "emo kid" jokes are playing off of
easy stereotypes. The starting point of this
comic may not be my finest hour in terms of
creativity. However, | still chuckle at the idea of
an "Unpopular Science" magazine ("Who Cares?
NOT US.") and the image of important scientific
breakthroughts made by gloomy, introverted
people.

Maybe that last part actually happens all
the time?
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"not IF, but WHEN"

[the rock 'n' roll racing thing is for the good
of the world, trust me]

A commenter "Andrew", who is also a
friend of mine, noted that everyone else who
left comments on this comic seemed to be a
fan of the game "Rock n' Roll Racing".

RnRR, as I've just decided to start calling it,
is a racing game for a few different consoles in
which various freaks and aliens race around
ugly, square-cornered tracks for reasons | do
not care to learn. The only redeeming feature
of this game is a selection of MIDI versions of
popular rock songs, such as Ozzy Osbourne's
"Paranoid" and "Highway Star" by Deep Purple.

Anyway, Andrew pointed out that | was
alienating my fanbase by positioning myself so
firmly against this game. I didn't respond at the
time but if I did | would have said "Good. | don't
want them as readers anyway."

An example. Earlier this year | accepted a
dare to overcome one of my greatest fears. |




succeeded and prevailed because if | failed the
dare it was agreed that | would have to play
forty hours of Rock n' Roll Racing. Do you see? |
am willing to change my own life (for the bet-
ter, as it happens) in order to NEVER HAVE TO
PLAY THAT GAME AGAIN.
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INTERESTING TIMES 1ST BIRTHDAY
COMIXTRAVAGANZA

[it's a special occasion, so | bust out the
epic comics!]

Suddenly, an entire year had passed! And |
knew | had to do something special, so | just
started linking the standard frames together
and told a rambling, nonsensical story filled
with callbacks and pop culture references. Also,
in typical L.Times style, barely a third of it is
true.

Honestly I'm not crazy about this comic
and have had a terrible time trying to come up
with anything to say about it. | don't hate it
either, it's just...hm. Hard to put into words. And
isn't that exactly the kind of insightful
commentary you were hoping for??

Okay, fine! Let's try. It's pointlessly long
and not particularly funny. The artwork is
serviceable but why did | bother bringing back
the masked man? And the last two panels are
only there because | was re-using the entire
three-panel frame each time (you can see the




curves in the corners) and rather than lop them
off | decided to fill them out with, well, filler.

But don't listen to me. I am sometimes my
own worst critic and have a long history of utter
disdain for my own work simply because time
has passed between writing it and re-reading it.

Let's focus on the positive. | like my imag-
inary Tom Selleck moustache and accomp-
anying expression. | like the panel where |
threaten that guy with a knife. And | like what
should have been the final panel (the one with
the date in it).

And that's year one, over and done with!




The author wishes to acknowledge all the
family, friends, acquaintances and random
strangers who have ever said anything nice

about the site. Without you, | probably would
have stopped a long time ago.




